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THE HISTORY OF THE ISIS SCRUB 
[By ARTHUR LAURIE] 
(Read by him at the meeting of the Historical Society 
of Queensland, Inc, on October 28th, 1948) 
Locality 
The locality of the Isis Scrub is in the Wide Bay 
District about forty-five miles north of Maryborough, 
and thirty miles south of Bundaberg. 
It covers about twenty-five thousand acres of rich 
i-ed volcanic soil, running in depth to over forty feet, 
and is classed as one of the richest sugar growing areas 
in Queensland. 
It is served by a railway line which branches off^  
the North Coast Line from the Isis Junction, and this 
railway goes beyond the Isis scrub area, and terminates 
at Dallarnil. 
The town of Childers is the main centre of busi-
ness activity with a population of 2,200, there are other 
smaller townships in the area, Cordalba, Isis Central 
Mill, Appletree Creek and Doolbi. 
The farmers of the Isis are prosperous and pro-
gressive, and their residences and outbuildings are 
modern, large and commodious, and contain all the 
amenities that go to make life comfortable. 
The Isis is also a tourist attraction, being served 
also by a main road between Maryborough and Bunda-
berg, and the approach through indifferent country, 
much of it, wallum and grass tree, and the panorama 
of beauty is unfolded with the waving fields of green 
cane growing from the bright rich red soil which shows 
out as a background. Southern visitors and also AUied 
servicemen during the war period had nothing else but 
the highest praise for this beauty spot, growing out of 
a surrounding monotonous wilderness. 
The value of the cultivated lands is anything up to 
£80 per acre, and a hundred yards or less from the 
scrub line and the red soil, the land values would not 
reach ten shillings an acre. 
The Past 
This is just a short description of the Isis as it is 
to-day, but what of its past ? 
Somewhere away back in the countless ages of 
time this spot was an active volcano burning itself out. 
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and when the fires ceased a good job was done, as the 
residue left developed into a rich fertile area, and with 
the functioning of nature, vegetation sprang up that 
grew into a mighty jungle or scrub, that overshadowed 
the other types of vegetation surrounding it. 
It remained in this state until the coming of the 
white man, who with his ideas of destruction and con-
struction creates the civilized way of life. 
Exploration 
Who was the first white man to see or find the Isis 
scrub is a question that has been in dispute over many 
years? 
Credit has been given to Wm, Howard, as the first 
to see the scrub in 1863; Howard was a pioneer in Wide 
Bay, having come to Maryborough in 1857 as a young 
man and moved freely about the district. 
This claim can be reasonably disputed as old 
records in the Lands Department show that Eureka as 
a station was taken up in the early fifties, and the 
homestead is only a few miles from the scrub on the 
western side, also Agnes Vale on the south side was oc-
cupied about the same time as Eureka, and those early 
settlers would not be there long, before they found out 
something about the scrub. 
Scrub country was anathema to them as it gave 
shelter to marauding blacks, who would swoop down 
upon their sheep without warning, and carry them off 
into the fastnesses and then indulge in feasting. It is 
also on record in Howard's career that he left Eureka 
with another white man and a native in 1859 and 
travelled down the Elliott River to the sea and then 
across to the Burnett River; on this journey he must 
have seen the scrub at that time, as it was on high land 
and the height and density of its growth would make 
it visible for miles. 
Another early record with no date given which 
happened some time in the early sixties shows that a 
George Walker left Teebar station, then owned by John 
Eaton, who was Walker's brother-in-law. Walker's 
mission was to go to Alexander Walker's station, "Bin-
gera" on the Burnett River, to bring back a mob of 
bulls. 
George Walker reached the scrub on the south side 
and was unable to penetrate it, and after moving to the 
east and west without making any progress he returned 
to Teebai', 
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John Eaton then made a report of this discovery 
to the Queensland Government, which had only been a 
few years in operation, as a result of separation from 
New South Wales, 
If Wm. Howard was not the original discoverer of 
the scrub, he was the first white man to explore it and 
to assess its value as a huge timber prospect as it 
became later famous for the stands of hoop pine, which 
amounted to many millions of feet that was later taken 
from it. 
Howard was also identified with the discovery of 
coal, not far from the Isis in the Burrum District, and 
had the distinction of the town Howard being named 
after him. He died in Bundaberg on July 31st, 1930, 
at the age of ninety-two years, and would be the oldest 
pioneer in the Wide Bay District at the time of his 
passing. 
The Naming 
The next point of interest is how the scrub got its 
name. It is believed by some old timers that the blacks' 
name was Bootharh or a name of similar pronunciation. 
Bootharh is now a railway station on the Isis branch 
line, between the Isis Junction and Horton, which is on 
the scrub boundary. Others had the idea that the name 
Isis was given by some person, who was a student of 
ancient mythology. Isis was an Egyptian goddess. 
However, it is recorded that two surveyors Hodgson 
and Gataker, who were at work in the district, gave the 
river that runs from the scrub on the eastern side, the 
name Isis as it closely resembled a river of that name in 
England, and the name was attached to the scrub. 
The name *Childers has also been in dispute as 
regards its origin, there was an English statesman of 
that name, who was Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
the name was given as a compliment to him, but that 
also is wrong as there is a town named Childers in the 
same country in England as the Isis River, and Childers 
was named before this man became prominent. Abing-
don, another township near the scrub, was named after 
a EngUsh Isis river; the local Abingdon was on the 
town on the road that connected Maryborough and Bun-
daberg, and has now entirely disappeared from exist-
*It is claimed that the Isis town of Childers was named after the Rt. 
Hon. Hugh Childers, Agent-General for Victoria, 1857-60, later a member of 
the House of Commons and at one time Lord of the Admiralty; he was. 
financially interested in the Isis scrub district in the early fifties of last 
century. 
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ence. It came into being sometime in the 1870's, and it 
had a public school, post office, blacksmith's shop, store 
and butcher's shop, also a hotel kept by a man named J. 
Hendle, 
It was also a mail stage for the coach that served 
between Bundaberg and Maryborough, and also was a 
centre and trading place for the early timber-getters 
operating from the Isis scrub. There must be people 
living to-day, who were born in Abingdon, and had 
their births registered there, went to school, and would 
have memories pleasant or otherwise of the place, and 
if they went back to visit their old home town, they 
might find a post or stump, and all the rest of the area 
covered with undergrowth, well and truly a "ghost 
town." 
When the railway was built to the Isis scrub a rail-
way station was named Abingdon, but it was some 
years later changed to Bootharh, which still remains 
to-day. Incidentally, the Isis railway station appears on 
an early map in the Lands Department and the plan 
shows a considerable area marked out in allotments 
with streets dividing them, and the first glance at the 
map would suggest here was a town of some import-
ance. The designing authorities may have had ideas 
along those lines, but they have never materialised. It 
may have had pretensions to becoming a town when the 
line was being built, but at the present time no more 
than four or five buildings are on this spot and they are 
occupied by railway officials. 
Forestry 
The first industry to start in the Isis scrub was 
that of timber-getting, and as mentioned previously 
hoop pine was in abundance and of very large dimen-
sions. The first part of the scrub to be exploited was 
between Horton and Stockyard Creek. 
Among the first timber-getters in the early seven-
ties in this locality was Wm. Kelly, R. Webb, F. 
Stevens, N, Cocking, John Lamb, John Hendle, and two 
Longs (father and son). 
The logs in the first place were hauled to rafting 
grounds on the Isis River, which connected with the 
Burrum River, and by this mode of transport the tim-
ber eventually reached Maryborough. 
Later on timber was taken from the scrub at North 
Isis, to the Burnett River at the nearest point, and then 
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rafted down to sawmiUs in Bundaberg, Only the largest 
pine trees were cut, and millions of feet of pine (which 
would be worth fortunes to-day) were destroyed, when 
the scrub was fallen later for cultivation. 
The first selections to be taken up in the scrub 
was by John Eaton and George Walker respectively, 
and they were in the area around Horton, both of 500 
acres each and, the date of selection was February 3rd, 
1872. 
John Lamb took up 633 acres in South Isis on 
November 23rd, 1873, Richard Webb selected in 1877, 
and A, C, Walker took up 1280 acres at North Isis on 
August 8th, 1877, J, E, Noakes selected on April 23rd, 
1878, and portion of this area is where the town of 
Childers is now situated. These names mentioned are 
a few of the earliest selectors, and as officialdom moved 
slowly in those days, there is no doubt these settlers 
were in possession anything up to twelve months before 
the dates mentioned. Also many original selectors took 
blocks for the purpose of getting the timber, and later 
forfeited them when the timber was removed. Other 
early settlers around Horton and Doolbi were G. Rees-
brook, W. Horton, J, B. White, A, Larsen and A. 
Perskie. 
Agriculture 
The next industry in the Isis was the cultivation of 
maize, which grew prolifically, wherever it was planted, 
but the difficulty was unstable marketing; the prices 
were never reliable. The settlers then turned their 
thoughts to sugar growing, which had been an estab-
lished industry in Queensland for a number of years in 
the Logan, Maryborough, Bundaberg and Mackay Dis-
tricts, and also as far as Mossman in North Queensland. 
Sugar 
One of the reasons put forward against successful 
sugar growing in the Isis was that the area was too 
dry, and because it did not have a navigable river flow-
ing through it. The proof of success is on record that up 
to 110 tons of cane per acre has been harvested in cer-
tain places after the industry had been started. The 
first cane to be grown was by J, E, Noakes in the 
1880's, and the first planting was an experirnental plot 
of an area of three acres. The plants came from John 
Clarke, Eaton Vale, Tinana, As the experiment was 
successful cultivation of sugar cane was extended and 
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the result was a mill was erected by W, Horton on the 
eastern side of the scrub, .and the locality still bears his 
name. 
This mill started crushing about 1890 but it only 
ran for one season as mechanical difficulties were en-
countered. About the same time, the Cran family, 
father and sons, who were established in sugar grow-
ing and milling in the Maryborough District at Yen-
garie and also at Millaquin at Bundaberg, built a mill at 
Doolbi less than a couple of miles from Horton, Doolbi 
mill was a juice mill only when it started first, the juice 
being transported to Yengarie for treatment by rail in 
tanks similar to water carriers. 
At this period the success of the sugar industry 
appeared to be assured and other mills were erected. 
One miU was erected at North Isis which took the 
name of Knockroe and was owned by Messrs. Penny 
Buss and Williams, It was established as a result of an 
agreement entered into between A. C. Walker, a large 
landowner with 1,280 acres of rich scrub land and the 
proprietors. 
The mill also crushed the cane of other planters, 
but Walker was the largest individual supplier. This 
mill started operations about 1892 and continued until 
1902, when it was sold to the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company for £60,000, This mill had something of a 
career, it was first erected on the Bloomfield River in 
the Cooktown District, and after ten years' service at 
Knockroe it was dismantled and used to strengthen the 
C,S,R, miU near ChUders. 
The C,S,R, mill came into existence as a result of 
an agreement between the farmers and the C,S,R, in 
1893, when about 3,000 acres of land was planted with 
cane, the first crushing took place in 1895, The price 
paid by the C,S,R. for cane delivered at the mill was at 
the rate of 10/- per ton. Among the leading planters 
in this area was Messrs. Gant and Brand, also R. Webb, 
who were pioneer selectors. 
The next mill and the last one to be erected in the 
Isis was the Central Mill. It came into being as a re-
sult of the passing of "The Sugar Works Guarantee 
Act," which became law in 1893. It is situated in the 
North Western area, and is about two miles from Cor-
dalba, The farmers in this area moved rapidly when 
the opportunity offered itself to get a mill erected on a 
co-operative system. On June 26th, 1894, articles of 
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association were registered under the Act, and the 
names attached were Robert Hodge, David Watson, 
Adam Cunningham, Jas. Meadmore, Albert Kulick, 
P, J. Wilkins and P. J. Claussen, 
When the company was formed in 1894, the first 
chairman was James EUwood, who remained in that 
position until 1914, when he was succeeded by Adam 
Cunningham, who was an original director, but was 
chairman for only twelve months. The next chairman 
was Alexander Adie, who served for twenty-five years, 
and died in office, Adie was a big figure in the sugar 
industry, not only in the Isis, as his influence and know-
ledge was recognised throughout the State, His ser-
vices have been recognised by having a memorial hall 
and offices dedicated to his memory on the company's 
premises. In relation to staff the Central Mill has been 
well served. The first general manager was Wm. 
Desplace, who occupied the position for ten years to be 
followed by J, Manson for seven years, and then John 
Allison was in the position for over thirty years and 
only retired just recently. The first secretary was 
Joshua Robertson, with over twenty years' service, to 
be followed by D, Lehane, now a resident of Brisbane, 
with somewhere about the same length of service. 
This mill was erected by Walkers Ltd., Mary-
borough, and the first crushing season was in 1897, 
when 7,763 tons of cane was put through the rollers for 
a return of 791 tons of sugar. There were thirty sup-
pliers, who received 9/9^ per ton for their cane. 
In 1947 the yield was 111,350 tons crushed for 
14,548 tons of sugar, and the average price per ton of 
cane received by the farmers who numbered over two 
hundred was around about 50/8 per ton. The Central 
Mill is now the only one operating in the Isis, this com-
pany took over the Doolbi mill's responsibilities in 1924 
and those of the C.S.R. in 1933, In the Isis there are 
about 3,000 acres of cane land owned by the Fairymead 
Sugar Company at Hapsgurg and Llynwood, and the 
cane when harvested is transported to Fairymead, Bun-
daberg, for crushing. 
Sugar cane growing and the manufacturing of 
sugar is the only industry in the Isis, and the farmers 
appreciate the value of the soil by using it to its full 
extent. Very few grow even a cabbage or a potato to 
feed themselves, these necessities can be left to other 
agriculturalists. Many of the farm residences are just 
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islands in a sea of green cane, with no red soil going to 
waste. 
Childers which is right in the centre of the Isis, 
has cane growing to within a stone's throw of its main 
street. The red soil in addition to its richness for crop 
growths, has adhesive propensities second to no other; 
when it is wet it is like glue, and when dry it raises a 
red dust that penetrates wherever it touches. Motor 
cars, horses and cattle, and baggage carrying the stain 
are easily recognised when they leave the district. 
Vanished Scrub 
There is none of the original scrub left, perhaps 
with the exception of a few odd trees, and it is a great 
pity that a few acres were not preserved as a botanical 
museum or a national park, this idea would have been 
an educational feature for future generations and any 
danger of breeding vermin could easily be overcome. 
The first section of the Isis railway from the North 
Coast Line was completed and opened at Childers on 
October 31st, 1887, and the first station master was 
William Beale. The township was in existence before 
the railway opened, although it was small, and there 
was only two buildings of prominence at the time a 
hotel owned by W. Ashby and a blacksmith's shop 
owned by J. Thompson. The first butchers' shop in the 
Isis was owned by Broadhurst Bros., and it was over a 
mile away from Childers and nearer to Doolbi. 
Civics 
Pugh's Almanac of 1895 recognises Childers for 
the first time, and describes the place as an enterprising 
town with four hotels, two churches, Anglican and 
Roman Catholic, and it mentions that the Methodist 
community worshipped in the Divisional Board HaU. 
There was also a number of shops, that carried on a 
variety of business activities. 
Not one of Pugh's advertisers of 1895, now appear 
in the columns of the "Isis Recorder," the ChUder's 
newspaper of to-day. The "Recorder" has been in cir-
culation for fifty years, but there was a paper before it. 
George Loyau in his history of Maryborough, which in-
cluded the district as well, mentions a paper called the 
"Isis News," which was printed in Childers, and was 
described by him as "an acquisition to the community." 
Cordalba, the next town of importance, is nine 
miles from Childers, situated northward. It had its 
origin in the eighties, and the railway from Childers 
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was opened there on June 1st, 1896. WhUe it remained 
a terminus and had the benefit of the trade from 
Knockroe miU as well as the Central, it showed signs of 
being a healthy rival to Childers. There were three 
hotels, three stores, two butcher shops, a sawmiU, a 
soft drink factory, a saddlery, and a blacksmith's shop, 
and a large public hall. 
It was decidedly a prosperous centre, but when the 
railway moved further out, and motor traffic became 
popular it slumped considerably. But it has one out-
standing feature, in 1900 during the height of the Boer 
War, a rifle club was formed and the members, who 
were marksmen, became famous for their skill, and for 
many years were rarely beaten in a shooting contest 
anywhere; and the club is stUl holding up its reputa-
tion. 
As mentioned previously selectors started in the 
early seventies and all the land was taken up by the 
early nineties, and it is very doubtful if there is an 
•original selector alive to-day and living in the Isis. The 
settlers were all of good stock and many nationalities: 
English, Irish, Scots, Welsh, Scandinavians, Germans 
and Poles, and their descendants, some even to the third 
generation are carrying on in their places. Recently, 
two old pioneer residents passed away on the same day 
—June 29th, 1948—Wm. Couzens, ninety-four years of 
age, and John Thompson, ninety-six years; these two 
were shipmates and arrived in Queensland in 1873, and 
both were residents in the Isis off and on for over sixty 
years. They paced each other through life and in that 
march of time saw the many great changes in world 
activities, and improvements since the middle of last 
century. 
The Isis as an electoral unit was included in the old 
Burrum electorate, when it was represented by John 
Thomas Annear; later the member was Nicholas 
Norman Tooth, known to old residents as "The Old 
Grey Horse," followed by George Martin, and then 
Colonel C. D. W. Rankin, who later became a Cabinet 
Minister, and A. E. V. Whitford, who had one term 
only. He was succeeded by Wm. A. Brand, who has had 
an unbroken run of service for twenty-eight years, and 
the name of the electorate is now called Isis. Inci-
dentaUy, the first woman from Queensland to enter the 
Federal Parliament is a native of the Isis—Senator 
Annabelle Rankin—and is a daughter of the late former 
member Colonel Rankin. 
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Another identity of note who once belonged to the 
Isis was the late Major-General D. C. Wynter. He was 
an orphan attending the North Isis (Barnes) School in 
1899, when he won a State Scholarship at the age of 
thirteen years, and was the first pupil at this school to 
gain this distinction. He saw active service in the first 
World War, and later held prominent appointments in 
the Australian Army. When the second World War 
broke out he went overseas with the first forces to leave 
Australia, but had to return owing to ill-health. He 
died in the service just a few years ago. 
In regard to educational facilities which follow 
settlements as they develop, it is on record that the first 
school, which was Government controlled Was opened 
at South Isis on February 7th, 1887, and the first head 
teacher was Francis McLoughlin, and the others to 
follow were North Isis (originally known as Barnes 
School), August 29th, 1887, head teacher James Deely, 
next was Appletree Creek, November 28th, 1887, 
Michael Deely, head teacher, and then Doolbi, which 
was opened as the Horton Provisional School, January 
23rd, 1888, with Reginald Strange Hawkins, head 
teacher. Childers, the principal township did not have 
a school until January 28th, 1889, with Richard Maurice 
O'Brien, head teacher, and Cordalba, the next populous 
centre, nine miles from Childers, had a school opened 
there on January 22nd, 1894, Edward Alexander Jack-
son, headteacher. The last school to be opened was at 
Isis Central Mill on January 23rd, 1899, with Edward 
Alexander Jackson, as head teacher, presumably trans-
ferred from Cordalba. 
Local Government 
The first local government to operate was the Isis 
Divisional Board, which was created on March 15th, 
1887, with an area of 760 square miles, and a popula-
tion of 1,525. The first by-laws were approved by the 
Government on July 18th, 1887. The personnel of the 
Board was chairman, T. J. Watkins; members: G. 
Barker, W. Morgan, H. Smith, D. P. White and W. Wil-
liams. The first clerk of the Board was F. O. Nugent, 
and the meetings were held at Howard on every second 
Monday of the month. Later the administration was 
transferred to Childers, where it still remains and is 
now a Shire Counicl. 
Fire, 1902 
In 1902, which was a big drought year all over 
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Queensland, there was a great fire in Childers, a 
calamity which often happens in a country town, and 
at this period there was no fire brigade established. The 
buildings with the exception of one or two were of 
wooden materials, and the conflagration started about 
midnight. It broke out on the south side of the main 
street, and moved in a westerly direction and burnt 
without interruption. Luckily there was no loss of 
life and a good deal of goods and furniture was saved 
by willing workers of whom the majority were a num-
ber of kanakas, who were quartered in the lower side 
of the town. These blacks did a good job, until they 
reached a small building occupied by a Commission 
Agent, George Martin, who was also the Member of 
Parliament for the Burrum Electorate. Martin was a 
Labor representative, and the first of that party to be 
•elected for the Burrum. He had been elected just a few 
months previously, and the "White Australia" policy 
was a very contentious one during the election, and the 
question of kanaka deportation was one of the live 
issues, and feeling had run high during the campaign. 
When the fire was approaching Martin's premises, the 
Sergeant of Police urged the kanakas to continue the 
good work, but they bailed up at once and said, "No 
damn fear, no savem that fella." Luckily for Martin 
there was a space between his building and the others 
on fire, and the wind was in his favour and his effects 
were saved. 
There was another incident that deserves mention, 
and it related to a man (I have been unable to get his 
naine), who saved his small weatherboard cottage, 
which was situated at the back of the burning build-
ings which was being scorched, as the fire progressed. 
This man could be ranked with the Spartans for cour-
age and endurance, as he fought the threatening fire 
with wet bags, and a bucket with which he bailed water 
from a small tank. He suffered severe bums in the 
process but he won the contest. 
Irrigation 
The Isis is generaUy accepted as a dry area for 
cane growing, and notwithstanding the richness of the 
soil it is necessary for it to have a lot of moisture for 
the crops to be successful. The question of irrigation 
has been raised time and again, but it is really only 
taken seriously by the farmers, when they are in the 
grip of a drought. In the 1902 drought it became a 
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live question for the first time, and one of its greatest 
supporters was a pioneer business man of Childers,. 
Joseph Stirling. He organized public meetings to get 
support from the Government and the agitation was 
successful to the extent of getting an engineer sent up 
from Brisbane, to make a report on the prospect of get-
ting enough water supplies to successfully irrigate the 
Isis. 
Whatever the report was is probably forgotten 
now by even the oldest inhabitant. A few months after 
the investigation was made the drought broke, and for 
a number of years the Isis enjoyed an average rainfall 
of forty-two inches per year, and the irrigation project 
was allowed to drop until the next drought occurred. 
The prospect of getting water stored is not bright, 
because the streams running from and around the Isis 
are small, and others are too far away to be of any 
great value. The Isis River would not give any large 
supply, and the Gregory River is some miles away and 
the Burnett River is further away. The best prospect 
would be underground supplies if the water can be 
located in sufficient quantities and is suitable for irriga-
tion. A successful irrigation system would make the 
Isis the richest sugar growing area in Queensland. 
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